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1
OBJECT LOCATION IN THREE
DIMENSIONAL SPACE USING LED LIGHTS

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to determining a location of
an object and, in particular, to using light-emitting diodes to
send signals to the object to locate the object.

Locating an object in a three-dimensional space is useful in
a number of applications. GPS (Global Positioning System),
for example, has led to advances in navigation, communica-
tions, national defense, etc. GPS systems are limited to a
resolution of from about six feet to about nine feet. There are,
however, applications that may benefit from locating an
object’s position at a finer resolution scale, such as a few
inches. While there are extensions to GPS that allow a finer
granularity, such as differential GPS and inertial navigation
system, these extensions add significant cost. Additionally,
there are numerous situations in which locating an object in
three-dimensional space might be useful but GPS signals are
not available.

SUMMARY

According to one embodiment of the present invention, a
method of using a device includes sending a first signal into a
first zone, wherein the first signal identifies the first zone;
receiving the first signal at the device when the device is in the
first zone; determining from the received first signal that the
device is in the first zone; and performing an action at the
device based on the device being in the first zone.

According to another embodiment of the present invention,
a system for performing an action includes a first light source
configured to transmit a first signal into a first zone, wherein
the first signal identifies the first zone; and a device config-
ured to: receive the first signal when the device is in the first
zone, determine from the received first signal that the device
is in the first zone, and perform the action at the device based
on determining that the device is in the first zone.

According to another embodiment of the present invention,
a system for locating a device includes a first light source
configured to send a first signal into a first zone that identifies
the first zone; and a second light source configured to send a
second signal into a second zone that identifies the second
zone; wherein the device determines that it is within the first
zone upon receiving the first signal and determines that it is
within the second zone upon receiving the second signal.

Additional features and advantages are realized through
the techniques of the present invention. Other embodiments
and aspects of the invention are described in detail herein and
are considered a part of the claimed invention. For a better
understanding of the invention with the advantages and the
features, refer to the description and to the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter which is regarded as the invention is
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims at
the conclusion of the specification. The forgoing and other
features, and advantages of the invention are apparent from
the following detailed description taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary system for locating a device
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
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2

FIG. 2 shows a top view of a plurality of zones in an
exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 3 shows an exemplary LED bulb that includes a plu-
rality of LEDs;

FIG. 4 show a configuration for a light-emitting diode in an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 illustrates use of the object-locating system of the
present invention in a vehicle;

FIG. 6 shows another embodiment of the present invention
for use as a safety device; and

FIG. 7 shows the safety device of FIG. 6 in an emergency
situation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary system 100 for locating a
device according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. The system 100 includes a first light-emitting
diode (LED) 102 that illuminates a first zone (“zone A”) 104
within a volume 106. The first LED 102 may be controlled by
a controller 108 to vary an intensity of the first LED 102 in
order to transmit a signal from the first LED 102, such as a
binary signal. In one embodiment, the first LED 102 may be
switched between two states, such as between an ON state
and an OFF state, to transmit the binary signal. In an exem-
plary embodiment, the signal includes a message that indi-
cates a spatial volume, such that a device receiving the signal
may determine that it is within the spatial volume. In an
exemplary embodiment, the rate of data transmission by the
first LED 102 may be greater than about 10 Megabits per
second (Mbits/sec). Alternatively, the rate of data transmis-
sion may be greater than about 100 Mbits/sec or greater than
about 1 Gigabits per second (Gbits/sec). At these data trans-
mission rates, switching the first LED 102 between the two
states of the binary signal to transmit the binary signal may go
undetected by the human eye. Therefore, the first LED 102
may be used for both illumination purposes and for data
transmission purposes. While the invention is described with
respect to use of LEDs, the invention may be used with any
variable light source that may be varied between at least a first
state and a second state to transmit a binary signal.

Light from the first LED 102 transmits a binary signal into
first zone 104 within volume 106. In various embodiments,
the binary signal is an encoded signal (“message A””) 110 that
identifies zone A 104. A device 112 may be a mobile device
that may be moved around within the volume 106, as illus-
trated in FIG. 1. The exemplary device 112 includes a sensor
that is sensitive to the light from LED 102. The device 112
therefore receives “message A” 110 from the LED 102 when
itis within zone A 104 (i.e., at location 1). The device 112 may
include a processor that is configured to recognize that the
device 112 is residing within zone A 104 upon receiving
“message A” 110.

A second LED 114 illuminates a second zone (“zone B”)
116 and transmits a binary signal (“message B”) 120 into a
second zone 116. When in zone B 116 (i.e., at location 2), the
device 112 may receive “message B (120) from the second
LED 114, which indicates to the device 112 that the device
112 is within zone B 116. For example, message A may be
“01011” and message B may be “10111.” These messages
may be repeated continuously or periodically. In the exem-
plary embodiment, second LED 114 may be controlled by
controller 108 to transmit message B (120) into zone B 116.
Alternately, second LED 114 may be controlled by a different
controller than controller 108. In various embodiments, first
LED 102 and second LED 114 may transmit at the same
wavelength and/or at the same transmission rate. Alternately,
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first LED 102 and second LED 114 may transmit at different
wavelengths and/or at different transmission rates. Thus, inan
alternate embodiment, message A and message B may be
signals have different wavelengths and zone A and zone B
may be determined based on the wavelength of the received
signal. In the exemplary embodiment, a portion of zone A 104
may overlap a portion of zone B 116. In alternate embodi-
ments, zones may not be overlapping. Device 112 may be able
to move in and out of zone A 104 and zone B 116 as well as in
and out of volume 106. When the device 112 is in the over-
lapping region 122 of zone A 104 and zone B 116, the device
112 may receive both message A (110) and message B (120)
and therefore determine that it is located in the intersection
region 122. When the device 112 is at location 3, it may
determine that it is not in either of first zone 104 and second
zone 116 because it does not receive either message A (110)
or message B (120).

In an exemplary embodiment, controller 108 controls the
operation of LEDs 102 and 114. In alternate embodiments,
each LED may have its own controller. The controller in these
alternate embodiments may be integrated into the LED
device. Also, the controller 108 or the integrated controller of
the alternate embodiments may operate any of LEDs 102 and
114 to send a programmable message into a selected zone or
zones. The programmable message may provide a communi-
cation to the device and/or other signals for operation of the
device 112.

FIG. 2 shows a top view of a plurality of zones in an
exemplary embodiment. The plurality of zones are arranged
so as to effectively cover a selected volume, such as volume
106. The zones may be labeled as shown in FIG. 2 or using
any suitable labeling system that provides a system for orga-
nizing the volume. For each zone, a corresponding LED may
be provided to supply a message that identifies the zone into
the zone. An LED for zone 1. for example, sends a specified
signal or message into zone 1. When the signal or message is
received and decoded by a device in zone 1. the device deter-
mines that it is residing in zone 1. In an exemplary embodi-
ment, the plurality of zones may fill a cabin of a car or other
transportation vehicle. Thus, the plurality of zones may at
some point be in motion relative to an earth frame of refer-
ence.

In various aspects, the plurality of LEDs may be separately
located at various locations around the volume. When the
volume is a cabin of a vehicle, each LED may be located at
various locations around the cabin of the vehicle. Alternately,
the plurality of LEDs may be assembled at a single location
within a single LED bulb 310 or LED light fixture, as shown
in FIG. 3. FIG. 3 shows an exemplary LED bulb 310 that
includes a plurality of LEDs. Each of the plurality of LEDs is
arranged to provide a beacon of light to send a signal for the
corresponding zone. For example, three of the plurality of
LEDs may be used to supply beacons 301, 302 and 305 for
illuminating zones 1, 2 and 5, as shown in FIG. 3. Zones 1, 2
and 5 may be a cross-section of the zones shown in FIG. 2 and
are selected for illustrative purposes only.

In various embodiments, each the LED bulb 310 may
include a controller that is integrated into the LED bulb 310.
While a controller, whether integrated or not, may operate the
LED bulb 310 to provide a static message, the controller may
also be programmed to operate the LED bulb 310 to send a
programmable message into a selected zone or zones to pro-
vide communication with a device in the exemplary zones
and/or other signals for operation of the device.

FIG. 4 shows a configuration for a light-emitting diode in
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. For a
selected LED 402, light may be partially blocked in order to
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provide a beacon 404 of light from the selected LED 402. The
beacon 404 of light demarcates the area of the zone corre-
sponding to the selected LED 402. In various embodiments,
the light from the LED 402 may be partially blocked by a
shroud 406 proximate the LED 402, thereby providing the
corresponding beacon 404 of light. Additionally, beacon 404
may be orientable in space. Exemplary controller 408 may be
used to select an orientation of the beacon 404 and then send
a signal to an orientation unit 410 that orients the exemplary
LED 402 and shroud 406 accordingly. Therefore, the location
of the zone corresponding to exemplary LED 402 may be
selected or adjusted based on a selected criterion. Alternately,
the orientation and shrouding of the LED 402 may be in a
fixed position within a housing such as LED bulb 310.

In one embodiment, each of the plurality of light-emitting
diodes of the LED bulb 310 may have separate circuits and
electrical connectors. The light-emitting diode may include
an accompanying shroud and orientation unit that may be
built into the LED bulb 310. Alternately, an LED bulb 310
may have a shroud and orientation unit that is in associated
with the LED bulb 310. A plurality of LED bulbs 310 may be
used for a selected application.

FIG. 5 illustrates use of the object-locating system of the
present invention in a vehicle. An exemplary car cabin
includes three LED lights 502, 504 and 506 that send their
respective messages into a selected zone. The selected zone
may be a driver’s seat or a passenger seat, for example. A
device 510 is held by the driver in the “driver’s seat zone.” In
the exemplary embodiment, the device 510 may be a cellular
phone. The device 510 may receive all three messages from
the three LED lights 502, 504 and 506 and thereby triangulate
its position to determine that it is in the driver’s seat zone. The
device 510 may then perform an action based on its being
located within the driver’s seat zone. In another embodiment,
the device 510 may receive a message from only one of the
LED lights 502, 504 and 406 in order to determine that it is
located within the driver’s seat zone and to perform the
action. In this embodiment, covering the driver’s seat zone
with multiple LEDs may therefore be used for redundancy
purposes. Additionally, the device 510 may further perform
other actions based on determining its location in zones other
than the driver’s seat zone.

In one example, the cellular phone 510 may disable certain
functions such as the ability to make text messages or make
phone calls when the cellular phone 510 determines that it is
located in the driver’s seat zone, and is thus being used by the
driver. The cellular phone 510 may then enable these func-
tions upon determining that it is located somewhere other
than the driver’s seat zone, and is thus being used by a pas-
senger. In another embodiment, the cellular phone 510 may
record the zone that it is in while it is in use. Thus, the cellular
phone 510 may record whether a phone call or text message is
made by the driver or by a passenger. This information may be
used to confirm or refute a violation of a local regulations
regarding cell phone use while driving. In another embodi-
ment, the location information may be sent to a person receiv-
ing the text message or cellular phone call, telling the person
on the other end of the call in which zone of the car the phone
is being used, thereby giving the person the opportunity to cut
the call short. For example, a standard text (i.e., “Message
sent by driver””) may be appended or prepended to the driver’s
text message. For a phone call, an audio message may be
played for the receiver of the call before the call goes through.
Alternately, a recognizable signal or message may be played
over the phone conversation at selected intervals to indicate
the phone is being used by the driver. In yet another embodi-
ment, the cellular phone 510 may determine that it is being
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used by the driver and transfer its communication ability to a
dashboard communication system, allowing the driver to
keep both hands on the driving wheel. In order to determine
that the driver is using the cellular phone 510 while the car is
in motion or, in other words, to determine a motion or speed
of the driver’s seat zone relative to an earth reference frame,
the cellular phone 510 may be in communication with a
speedometer of the car. Alternatively, the cellular phone 510
may be in communication with a GPS tracking system that is
either in the cellular phone 510 or in the vehicle in order to
determine the speed of the driver’s seat zone.

Additionally, information regarding the velocity and trans-
mission state of the vehicle may be used along with the
location information of the cellular phone 510 within the
vehicle to determine whether the cellular phone 510 becomes
enabled. For instance, when the velocity of the car is zero and
the car is placed in Park, the cell phone 510 may be enabled,
since there is no danger associated with use of the cellular
phone 510 in a parked car. However, when the car is in Drive
or Reverse and/or the velocity of the car is non-zero, then use
of the cellular phone 510 may be disabled.

FIG. 6 shows another embodiment of the present invention
for use as a safety device. A member or safety stick 602 may
be equipped with a plurality of LED bulbs 604, 606 and 608
spaced apart along the member 602. In the exemplary
embodiment, each of the LED bulbs 604, 606 and 608 may
include a plurality of LEDs that are configured to provide
zones such as the zones shown in FIG. 2. For illustrative
purposes only, zones 2,1 and 5 for each of the LED bulbs 604,
606 and 608 are shown in FIG. 6. The member 602 may be
placed at any suitable location and oriented so that the zones
provided by the LED bulbs 604, 606 and 608 illuminate a
device 610 in a volume of interest within which a worker 612
may be located.

In the exemplary embodiment, the worker 612 may wear
the device 610 on his or her body. Thus, the location of the
worker may be determined at any time. Movement of the
worker moves the device 610 into and out of the various zones
of LED bulbs 604, 606 and 608. For example, the device 610
as shown in FIG. 6 is within zones 1 and 2 of LED bulb 1
(604). The device 610 is also in zone 1 of LED bulb 2 (606)
and zones 1 and 5 of LED 3 (608). Thus, the device 610 may
be able to triangulate its position in space with respect to the
member 602. At the same time the device 610 may be able to
record times at which it determines its location. A difference
between locations over a selected time may be used to deter-
mine a velocity of the device 610. Thus, when the device
determines its location within a first zone at a first time and a
location within a second zone at a second time, the device 610
may determine a velocity of motion between the zones. The
device may store signals and the times at which they are
received over a selected time duration and determine velocity
and/or acceleration of the device 610 during the selected time
duration from the stored signals and times.

FIG. 7 shows the safety device of FIG. 6 in an emergency
situation. The worker has suffered an injury or mishap and has
fallen as a result. In this case, the device 610 is only in zone 5
of'the LED bulb 1 (604). The zones provided by LED bulb 2
and LED bulb 3 that are closest to the device 610 are show for
illustrative purposes. The device 610 may determine its loca-
tion and the speed and/or acceleration with which it has
moved from its original location in FIG. 6 to its current
location in FIG. 7. For example, when the worker falls, the
device 610 may pass through a plurality of zones over a short
time. From the determined zone locations and signal recep-
tion times, the device 610 may determine its speed and/or
acceleration through the zones. When the determined speed
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or acceleration is above a selected threshold, an emergency
situation may exist, such as the worker 612 having fallen.
Thus, when the determined speed or acceleration is above a
selected threshold, the device 610 may therefore send an
alarm signal 705 to an alarm center 702 or other appropriate
location to call for help. Speed or acceleration in a horizontal
direction as well as a vertical direction may be determined.
The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one more other features, integers, steps, operations, ele-
ment components, and/or groups thereof.
The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the inven-
tion and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated
While the preferred embodiment to the invention had been
described, it will be understood that those skilled in the art,
both now and in the future, may make various improvements
and enhancements which fall within the scope of the claims
which follow. These claims should be construed to maintain
the proper protection for the invention first described.
What is claimed is:
1. A system for performing an action, comprising:
a first light source of a vehicle configured to transmit a first
signal into a first zone of a cabin of the vehicle, wherein
the first signal identifies the first zone;
a second variable light source configured to send a second
signal into a second zone of the cabin that intersects at
least a part of the first zone, wherein the second signal
identifies the second zone; and
a device movable within the cabin configured to:
receive the first signal and the second signal when the
device is in the intersection of the first zone and the
second zone,

determine from the received first signal and the received
second signal that the device is in the intersection of
the first zone and the second zone, and

perform the action at the device based on determining
that the device is in the intersection of the first zone
and the second zone.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the vehicle is movable
relative to an earth reference frame and the device is further
configured to select the action to perform using the relative
motion of the vehicle with respect to the earth reference frame
and a location of the device in the cabin relative to the first
zone.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the first zone is selected
from a plurality of zones of the cabin and the first light source
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is selected from a plurality of light sources that correspond to
the plurality of zones and are configured to send signals into
the plurality of zones that identify the plurality of zones.

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the plurality of light
sources further comprises at least one of: a plurality of light- 5
emitting diodes placed in separate locations of the vehicle;
and a plurality of light-emitting diodes contained in a bulb.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the first light source
further comprises a shroud configured to demarcate the first
zone. 10

6. The system of claim 1, further comprising a controller
configured to orient the first light source to select a location of
the first zone.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the action includes at
least one of: deactivating the device; activating the device; 15
determining a location ofthe device; transferring an operation
of the device to a secondary device; sending an emergency
signal; recording a location of use of the device; transmitting
a location of use of the device; determining a parameter of
motion of the device; and sending an alarm signal based on 20
determined speed of the device.
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